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THE ‘QUEERING’ OF OCCUPY WALL STREET 
(OWS) IS THE SHINING OF A LIGHT ON ALL 
ASPECTS OF COMMUNAL LIVING & MOVEMENT 
BUILDING
 
IT MEANS ENSURING THAT MEMBERS OF OUR 
COMMUNITY DO NOT FEEL INVISIBLE, 
UNDERMINED OR NEGLECTED
 
IT MEANS INTRODUCING NEW LANGUAGE, NEW 
CONCEPTS & MORE INCLUSIVE TACTICS THAT 
PROMOTE DIVERSITY & COMPASSION
 
IT MEANS HONORING & INFUSING OUR ACTIONS 
WITH LOVE, BEAUTY & THE ENTIRE
COLLECTIVE FIERCENESS OF THE QUEER/LGBT 
COMMUNITIES
 
IT MEANS CREATING SPACE WITHIN THE 
MOVEMENT FOR QUEER/LGBT COMMUNITY 
MEMBERS TO COME TOGETHER, DISCUSS 
ISSUES THAT ARE IMPORTANT TO THEM & 
SUPPORT EACH OTHER THROUGH DIRECT 
INTERACTION & ACTIVE SUPPORT
 
IT MEANS POINTING OUT ACTS OF 
TRANSPHOBIA, HOMOPHOBIA & SEXISM; TO 
TAKE A STAND AGAINST THESE OPPRESSIVE 
ACTS THROUGH VISIBILITY & OPEN 
CONDEMNATION
 
IT MEANS SHARING OUR HISTORY & SHARING 
THE TOOLS NEEDED TO SHIFT THE PARADIGM, 
UNDERMINE THE PATRIARCHY & UNRAVEL THE 
HETERONORMATIVE SUPREMACY THAT IS THE 
ROOT CAUSE OF ALL THE PROBLEMS WITH THE 
CURRENT OLIGARCHY



“Transgender” is a general term used to 
describe people whose gender identity differs 
from the sex they were assigned at birth.

“Cisgender” is the opposite of transgender and 
refers to someone who has a gender identity 
that agrees with their assigned gender.

“Intersex” is a general term used for a variety of 
conditions in which a person is born with a 
reproductive or sexual anatomy that doesn’t 
seem to fit the gender binary definitions of 
female or male. 

“Gender Identity” refers to how people see and 
identify themselves; for example, some people 
identify as female; some people identify as 
male; some people as a combination of 
genders; as a gender other than male or female; 
or as no gender. For example, transgender 
women identify as women but were assigned as 
males when they were born. Transgender men 
identify as men but were assigned female when 
they were born.  Everyone has a gender identity.

“Gender Expression” refers to how people 
express their gender identity. Everyone 
expresses their gender identity in different 
ways: for example, in the way they dress, the 
length of their hair, the way they act or speak 
and in their choice of whether or not to wear 
make-up.

“Gender Binary” The social construction of 
gender as a dichotomy between male and 
female. Male and female gender expectations, 
roles and functions are generally very rigid and 
the presence of alternate gender constructions 
are usually denigrated, ignored, or made 
oblivious.

“Preferred Gender Pronouns (PGPs)” are ways 
that people refer to themselves and prefer to be 
referred to as. It is important to not assume 
someone’s PGPs as it allows people to define 
themselves and not be addressed by terms 
based on someone else’s assumptions.

“Gender Nonconforming” refers to people who do 
not follow other people’s ideas or stereotypes 
about how they should look or act based on the 
female or male sex they were assigned at birth.

“Gender Questioning” People who are 
questioning their gender identity might be 
wondering whether they identify as a male, a 
female or another gender.  They might also be 
experimenting with different genders.

“Gender Queer” refers to people who do not fit 
within a gender binary system. This may 
manifest as someone who identifies as and/or 
expresses aspects of multiple genders or 
someone who feels they have no gender.

“Queer” a reclaimed word used by some as an 
umbrella term to describe anything outside of 
heteronormativity. This word is still extremely 
offensive when used as an epithet.

“Heteronormativity (Heteronormative)” A 
pervasive and institutionalized ideological 
system that naturalizes heterosexuality as 
universal; it must continually reproduce itself to 
maintain hegemony over other non-normative 
sexualities and ways of identity construction.

“Homonormativity (Homonormative)” Politics that 
do not contest dominant heteronormative 
assumptions and institutions, but upholds and 
sustains them, while promising the possibility of 
a demobilized gay constituency and a privatized, 
depoliticized gay culture anchored in 
domesticity and consumption.

“Assigned Gender” Also called "gender 
assigned at birth" or "birth gender," is the 
gender, either girl or boy, that parents and 
culture give to a child based on the child's 
perceived sex.

“Asexual” A person who is not interested in or 
does not desire sexual activity, either within or 
outside of a relationship. asexuality is not the 
same as celibacy, which is the willful decision 
to not act on sexual feelings. asexuals, while 
not physically sexual-type folks, are none the 
less quite capable of loving, affectionate, 
romantic ties to others. 

“Sex Positive” An approach to sex and 
human sexuality that embraces the full 
benefits of sexual interraction as healthy and 
uplifting, based upon the premise that sexual 
expression is good and healthy and that 
societal repression or control of the 
individual's sex-drive is bad and unhealthy.

“Polyamory” The practice, state or ability of 
having more than one sexual loving 
relationship at the same time, with the full 
knowledge and consent of all partners 
involved. 

“Multiple System (Multiplicity)” A group of 
people sharing the same body, while still 
being individuals with their own personalities 
and interests.

“Two-Spirit” is a term chosen to distinctly 
express Native/First Nations gender identity 
and gender variance, in addition to replacing 
terms imposed by colonialists. Two-Spirit 
usually indicates a person whose body 
simultaneously manifests both a masculine 
and a feminine spirit.


